Australian Science Communicators (ASC) Event
The Dilemmas of Science Reporting

Complexity, risk, and the dissident voice
Panellists: Clare Peddie, Rob Morrison, Susannah Elliot and Rod Irvine.
MC- Richard Musgrove,

Date: 

February 15, 2010


Time: 

6pm – 8pm
Venue: 
RiAUS, The Science Exchange
Cost:

ASCSA members: free* (see why & how to join below)
Non members: $10

Non member students: $5

Bookings: 
http://asccommunicatingrisk.eventbrite.com/
Event Summary

This is the second ASCSA event of the year and covers several critical areas of science communication.
Given the public (including policy makers) have the right to accurate information, how do scientists/science communicators break down and report complex results in digestible form, without missing vital information or getting the story wrong? Secondly, how does a scientist/communicator approach an interview or story which concerns risk, knowing that the public may use that information to inform lifestyle choices? Lastly, how we deal with dissident voice(s), particularly if the issue involves risk or, equally; how do you get your point across if you are the dissident voice?? 
Guidelines on Science and Health Communication prepared by the RiGB, The Royal Society and The Social Issues Research Centre are available on http://www.sirc.org/publik/revised_guidelines.shtml
Schedule:
5.30pm
Participants, arrive at venue for AV/ logistics check and briefing etc.

ASC people (Rona/Craig) to sit at reception and do ticketing.


5.30pm
Doors open to public, bar open

6.00pm
SESSION STARTS
6.10pm
Introduction by facilitator/moderator, Richard Musgrove (ASCSA)
6.15pm
PART A- The Dilemmas of Science Reporting

· The problems of complexity and the communication of risk. 
· What space or time should we give to the dissident voice. 
· How do we balance the combined voice of a thousand scientists against the strident few who hold opposing views?
Order of Speakers:

Dr Susannah Elliot 

Prof Rod Irvine

Clare Peddie

Dr Rob Morrison 

6.55pm
Audience Q&As (approx 30 mins)

7.30pm
Wrap up from MC – conclusion of formal part of evening. 
Networking and general chat 

8.00pm
SESSION ENDS

ASC Membership: Why Join and How?

Australian Science Communicators (ASC) is a network of over 400 people working in science and technology communication across Australia and overseas. It has been running since 1994.

Members include journalists and broadcasters employed by major media outlets, freelance writers and consultants, scientists, teachers and public affairs officers working for research organisations, laboratories and universities. We are drawn together by a desire to improve our skills, exchange ideas and build synergies, and in general to advance the profession of science communication.
To join visit: www.asc.asn.au, membership is also available at the door of events.
